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A g e   d e p  e n  d e n  c y   r a t i o   0 - 1 4   y e a r s   p  l u s   6 5 + 

Dep en den t p o p ulatio n  is the p o p ulatio n  which com p rises the segmen t of the
p o p ulatio n  in  age gro up s 0-14 years an d tho se aged 65 years an d ab o ve. This
segmen t of the p o p ulatio n  is termed as dep en den t p o p ulatio n  to the w orkin g
p o p ulatio n  aged b etween  15 an d 64 years. The ratio of the dep en den t
p o p ulatio n  o ver the w orkin g p o p ulatio n  is termed as depen den cy ratio. The
dep en den cy ratio for Tan zan ia is 92 im p lyin g that there were 100 p eo p le in  age
15–64 who are sup p ortin g 92 p erso n s in  age gro up s 0-14 an d 65 years an d
ab o ve. Lo o kin g at regio n al variatio n s, it is o b served that the dep en den cy ratio
ran ge b etween  119.7 o b served in  Simiyu Regio n  an d 50.8 recorded in  Dar es
Salaam Regio n . There are several regio n s that have high dep en den cy ratio s
ab o ve 100. The extreme cases of ab o ve 110 are fo un d in  Simiyu (119.7), Mara
(113.2), Geita (112.9), Ruk w a (112.9) an d Kigoma (110.4). On  the o ther han d,
m o st regio n s which lie in  the so uthern  p art of Tan zan ia, in cludin g Arusha an d
Kiliman jaro, recorded depen den cy ratio s well b elo w  100.
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