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P a t e r n a l   o r p h a n s  

According to the 2012 PHC, a paternal orphan in Tanzania is a child
under the age of 18 years who has lost his/her biological father.
Results show that 4.7 percent of children aged 0-17 in Tanzania were
orphans whose biological fathers have died. Differences among
regions of Tanzania reveal differences which range between 3.4
percent and 5.8 percent. Regions which recorded low proportions
include Tabora and Kaskazini Pemba (3.4 percent each), Kaskazini
Unguja (3.5 percent) Kusini Pemba (3.6 percent), Geita and Katavi
(3.8 percent each), Kigoma (3.9 percent) and Manyara and Singida
(4.0 percent each). On the other hand, regions which recorded high
proportions of children whose biological fathers have died are Njombe
(8.5 percent), Iringa (8.2 percent), Mara (7.2 percent) and Mbeya (6.4
percent). The remaining regions recorded proportions of parental
orphans between 4.1 percent and 5.3 percent.
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